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ANTI-HOON LEGISLATION 

3. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Minister for Police: 

Hoon legislation was designed to get dangerous drivers off our roads. Obviously it has been very effective so far, 
although there have been two well-publicised cases that have raised some concern. Will the minister clarify how 
effective the legislation has been and what steps are being taken to resolve any problem that may exist? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I and the Liberal Party pledged at election time that we would toughen up the state’s hoon laws in an endeavour 
to make our roads safer and get those people who cause the problems on our roads off the roads. I must say that, 
although most drivers do the right thing and use the roads responsibly, there are some who continue to snub their 
nose at the law and put the safety of others at risk. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: My message to them is that they will be caught and they will lose their vehicle. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, we have seen — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Some members to my left may be anxious to be the opening batsmen and score the first 
run to be called. I suggest that they listen to the minister’s answer instead of interjecting.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The bill I will introduce into this house this week will try to deal with the anomalies that 
have taken place as a result of the hoon laws introduced in 2004 by the previous government. In six years we 
have had no need to amend the law in this regard. However, in three months, three vehicles have been 
impounded in situations in which the government and, I think, the opposition and the public believe innocent 
parties have been unfairly treated. It is my intention and, I think, my duty to address the legislation to ensure that 
in future innocent people in those situations do not lose their vehicles. The bill will amend two or three areas. At 
present, if a vehicle is taken to a service provider, whether it be to someone for an ordinary 10 000-mile service 
or someone for cleaning, detailing, or having paint work done, and the registered service provider hoons in the 
vehicle—drives at more than 45 kilometres an hour over the speed limit—the vehicle is impounded immediately. 
However, in future, as a result of the bill that I will introduce, the vehicle will then be released to the rightful 
owner and a notice will be served on the offender to substitute the vehicle registered in his name in the 
impounding yard. The offender will have to pay the towage and impounding costs to get the vehicle back after 
28 days.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: What will happen if the offender doesn’t own a vehicle?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am not going to take interjections from irrelevant members of this house. The member 
for Armadale will find out when the bill is debated.  

As I explained, the vehicle that belongs to the offender will be impounded. In a situation in which a person takes 
his vehicle to be serviced and is given a loan car for the day, the reverse will apply. If the person with the loan 
vehicle commits a hooning offence of driving more than 45 kilometres an hour over the speed limit, or any 
offence that involves impounding, the vehicle belonging to the person driving the loan vehicle will be 
impounded. The service centre will get its vehicle back straight away at no cost to it at all. We are trying to cover 
up some anomalies that unfortunately the Labor Party put in its legislation in 2004.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members opposite laugh. We are having to correct the Labor Party’s inadequate 
legislation. I accept that it did not foresee these consequences at the time but it is up to me to try to fix their bad 
legislation.  

In another situation a Mini Cooper was impounded that had been taken for a test drive by someone who I assume 
was looking at purchasing the car. In future, once again, that vehicle will be impounded initially but then handed 
back to the car dealer and, if a vehicle is owned by the offender, it will be substituted and put into the 
impounding yard and the offender will have to pay the fees before it is released.  

It is a very simple piece of legislation. I have been given an assurance by the shadow Minister for Police—I 
assume this week it is the member for Girrawheen and not the member for Mindarie; I am looking at the member 
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for Girrawheen—that the Labor Party will support these amendments and not delay their progress through this 
house. I hope that is the case and that she has not spoken with a forked tongue.  
 


